
Letter from the Editor-in-Chief

Dear Colleagues, 

It is my great pleasure to announce the publication of the third issue of our Journal, 
volume 11 (2019). Already, the ESTRO 38 Meeting in Milan and the ABS Annual Meet-
ing in Miami have passed, but we’ll have the opportunity to meet again next year at the 
World Congress of Brachytherapy in Vienna, Austria (April 2020). 

As I did last time, I would like to emphasize the tremendous importance to revive 
and reactivate the Educational Corner of JCB. Therefore, together with Agata Rembielak 
MD from the Christie Hospital in Manchester, we cordially invite all brachytherapy in-
dividuals who would like to share their experience and well prospering techniques to 
submit their ideas, letters, comments, and own educational manuscripts. All this is in 
order to fight the decline in brachytherapy use worldwide. 

In the Educational Corner of the present issue, which is placed as the last paper of our Journal, we present a pub-
lication on bicornuate uterus. Last edition of JCB (2/2019) contained a Japanese rare case report on cervical cancer 
in a bicornuate uterus with vaginal septum. In this issue, the paper from United States presents similar problem in 
bicornuate uterus and advises how to properly manage such patients without compromising the outcome. The paper 
includes a review of rather scarce reports on this topic. 

The current issue opens with French prospective manuscript focused on male potency after LDR prostate cancer 
brachytherapy, and proves that prostate brachytherapy is a safe and effective way of treatment. Authors from Japan, 
in turn, share their findings on salvage retreatment of prostate cancer patients previously treated with definitive ra-
diotherapy. Third clinical investigation from India is on breast brachytherapy and its overall cosmetic outcomes, and 
concluds that the most important parameters determining cosmetic outcome are breast size, breast shape, and the 
location of nipple areola complex. 

In another paper, the investigators from Germany and Cyprus convince us that patients with inoperable glioblasto-
ma multiforme lesions may be successfully palliated with interstitial brachytherapy without excessive toxicity. 

For those who utilize cesium-131 permanent sources, two papers from United States should be especially interest-
ing, as authors describe their results on head and neck cancer reirradiation. 

Preliminary report from China is based on 3D-printed individual template dosimetry verification in the recurrent 
high-grade gliomas retreatment with permanent iodine seeds. Another Chinese case report suggests that for deep in-
vading residual nasopharyngeal carcinomas, a fiberoptic endoscope-guided HDR interstitial brachytherapy boost after 
radical external beam radiotherapy may be proposed. 

And what if you face a patient with prostate cancer after previous rectal cancer resection and radiation? An option-
al answer comes from Warsaw in Poland, where such a patient was successfully treated with fluoroscopy and 3D CT 
image-guided interstitial brachytherapy without transrectal access. 

Additionally, our new issue of JCB includes two physics contributions from Iran and China as well as technical note 
from Spain on the treatment planning for iodine-125 episcleral brachytherapy. 

I hope you all will enjoy reading the new edition of JCB and find many inspirations for your work!

Yours sincerely, 

Adam Chicheł, MD, PhD, 
Editor-in-Chief

Journal of Contemporary Brachytherapy

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5114/jcb.2019.86369


	Prospective four years of evaluation of erectile function after low-dose-rate prostate brachytherapy using baseline IIEF-5 > 16 
	Nadja Schoentgen, MD1, Julien Marolleau, MD1,2,3, Francky Delage, MD1, Jean-Baptiste Coquet, MD1, 
Alexandre Fourcade, MD1,2,3, Pierre Callerot, MD1, Sophie Serey-Eiffel, MD1, Jean-Pierre Malhaire, MD4, 
Olivier Pradier, MD, PhD2,3,4,5, Ulrike Schick, MD,

	Whole-gland salvage treatment for recurrent prostate cancer after initial definitive radiotherapy: A case series of 125I brachytherapy and 
robot-assisted radical prostatectomy
	Shinya Sutani, MD1, Atsunori Yorozu, MD1, Kazuhito Toya, MD1,2, Toru Nishiyama, MD3, Choichiro Ozu, MD3, 
Yasuto Yagi, MD3, Ken Nakamura, MD3, Shiro Saito, MD3

	A prospective comparison of subjective and objective assessments of cosmetic outcomes following breast brachytherapy 
	Tabassum Wadasadawala, MD1, Shwetabh Sinha, MD2, Shalini Verma, MD2, Dr Vani Parmar, MS3, Sadhana Kannan, MSc4, Rima Pathak, MD2, Rajiv Sarin, MD, FRCR1, Mithila Gaikar, BSc5 

	Interstitial high-dose-rate brachytherapy in the primary treatment of inoperable glioblastoma multiforme 
	Georgios Chatzikonstantinou, MD1, Peter Ulrich, MD2, Eleftherios Archavlis, MD3, Nikolaos Zamboglou, MD1,4, 
Iosif Strouthos, MD4, Eleni Zoga, MD5, Dimos Baltas, MD6,7, Nikolaos Tselis, MD1

	Carotid dosimetry after re-irradiation with 131Cs permanent implant brachytherapy in recurrent, resected head and neck cancer
	Amanda Walsh, BS1*, Emily Hubley, MSc2*, Laura Doyle, PhD2, David Cognetti, MD1, Joseph Curry, MD1, 
Voichita Bar-Ad, MD2, Adam Luginbuhl, MD1

	Single institution implementation of permanent 
131Cs interstitial brachytherapy for previously irradiated patients with resectable recurrent head and neck carcinoma
	Voichita Bar-Ad, MD1, Emily Hubley, MSc1, Adam Luginbuhl, MD2, David Cognetti, MD2, Joseph Curry, MD2, 
Amy S Harrison, PhD1, Jennifer M Johnson, MD, PhD3, James Keller, PhD1, Cheng Peng, PhD1, David To, MS4, Laura Doyle, PhD1

	Dosimetry verification of 3D-printed individual template based on CT-MRI fusion for radioactive 
125I seed implantation in recurrent high-grade gliomas 
	Shifeng Liu, PhD1, Hong Wang, MD2, Congxiao Wang, PhD1, Hao Zhang, MD1, Wei Li, MD1, Prof. Qian Dong, PhD3, Prof. Xiaokun Hu, MD1 

	Fibre-optic endoscope-guided three-dimensional high-dose-rate interstitial brachytherapy for residual nasopharyngeal carcinoma after conventional external beam radiotherapy 
	Xiaoni Zhang, BS*, Ning Wu, MD*, Zhipeng Zhao, MS*, Dongmei Han, BS*, Mingyuan He, MD, Wei Yang, BS, Guanghui Cheng, MD, PhD 

	Image-guided high-dose-rate brachytherapy for prostate cancer patients with previous rectal resection and pelvic irradiation: feasibility study
	Ewelina Gruszczynska, MGR1, Mateusz Dabkowski, PhD2, Anetta Kasprowicz, MD2, Anna Kulik, PhD2, Michał Bijok, MGR1, 
Adam Kowalczyk, MGR1, Katarzyna Sikorska, MGR1, Agnieszka Zolciak-Siwinska, PhD2 

	Influence of dwell time homogeneity error weight parameter on treatment plan quality in inverse optimized HDR cervix brachytherapy using SagiPlan 
	Mohammad Amin Mosleh-Shirazi, PhD1,2, Elham Shahcheraghi-Motlagh, MSc3, Mohammad Hadi Gholami, PhD4, Alireza Shakibafard, MD5, Sareh Karbasi, MSc2, Reza Fardid, PhD1,3

	Hybrid optimization based on non-coplanar needles for brachytherapy dose planning 
	Xiaodong Ma, PhD1, Prof. Zhiyong Yang, MD1, Prof. Shan Jiang, MD1, Guobin Zhang, PhD1, Prof. Bin Huo, MD2, 
Prof. Shude Chai, MD2

	Treatment planning considerations for 125I eye plaque brachytherapy 
	David Miguel, PhD, Jesús María de Frutos, PhD, Francisco López-Lara, PhD, Pilar Alonso, PhD, Patricia Diezhandino, PhD, 
María Antonia Saornil, PhD, Ciro García, PhD

	Treatment of locally advanced cervical cancer in 
a patient with a bicornuate uterus with MRI-guided intracavitary/interstitial brachytherapy
	Denise Fabian, MD1, Allison LaRocco, BS2, Meghan Olsen, MD1, Allison Quick, MD1

	Calendar of Events and Meetings

